
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Leading Critic of Israel and Zionism Fired by Bard College 

 

February 20, 2009 

 
From: The Committee for Open Discussion of Zionism (CODZ) 

Contact: Dennis James: 718 622 2596 

Email: info@codz.org  
For further information: http://www.codz.org  

 

Professor Joel Kovel has taught at Bard College for 21 years. He was awarded a Presidential appointment 
to the Alger Hiss Chair of Social Studies in 1988. In February 2009, Professor Kovel was notified that his 

contract would not be renewed.  

 

Why?  
 

In recent years Dr. Kovel has become a leading critic of Israel. His book Overcoming Zionism: Creating a 

Single Democratic State in Israel/Palestine and numerous articles call for a one-state solution to the 
Palestinian/Israeli conflict. His termination is prejudicial and motivated neither by intellectual nor 

pedagogic considerations. Rather, as Professor Kovel’s attached statement and the chronology of events 

show, the refusal to renew his contract after two decades was a political decision stemming principally 
from differences between Kovel and the Bard administration on the issue of Zionism and Israel. The 

political nature of Kovel’s termination was manifest in the discussion of the faculty evaluation committee.  

 

Bard’s move comes after the University of Michigan Press censored Kovel’s book from its list in 2007, 
capitulating to an attack campaign by Zionist groups. Public outcry forced UMP to restore the book to its 

list, but they subsequently terminated their distribution contract with Pluto Press, Kovel’s publisher. 

 
The Committee for an Open Discussion of Zionism considers the Bard administration’s actions an assault 

on academic freedom and free speech. In response, we have launched a national campaign demanding 

Professor Kovel’s reinstatement. The college’s actions with regard to the termination of Professor Joel 

Kovel are deplorable. We call on all who care about civil liberties and the right to free expression to let 
your voices be heard. 
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