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May 23, 2014 
 

Dr. Leslie E. Wong 

Office of the President 
San Francisco State University 

1600 Holloway Avenue 

San Francisco, California 94132 

 
Dear President Wong: 

 
The Committee for Open Discussion of Zionism (CODZ) expresses consternation and disapproval over attempts by 

the AMCHA Initiative, in collaboration with Scholars for Peace in the Middle East, the Zionist Organization of 
America, and Simon Wiesenthal Center Campus Outreach, to discredit and defame San Francisco State University 

Professor of Ethnic Studies, Dr. Rabab Abdulhadi.  The attack on Professor Abdulhadi has occurred following an 

academic and labor delegation to Palestine which she organized under the auspices of the SFSU-based Arab and 

Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas Initiative (AMED), which she directs.  During the delegation, some of the 

participants were held and interrogated without good cause by Israeli security.  We are especially dismayed that this 

attack may be given credibility by your office despite the fact that it has been launched by outside political pressure 

groups that work closely with a foreign government, bear no academic credentials, and evidence a track-record of 

intimidating professors and students who would engage in critical analysis of Israel and Zionism. 

 

CODZ is a New York City-based, fiscally sponsored organization established in 2007 by a group of concerned 

lawyers, professors, physicians, writers and others—Jews, Christians, Muslims, and atheists among them—who 

came together  to counter our society’s unremitting efforts to stifle open public discussion or criticism of Israel and 
its treatment of Palestinians, including those who are citizens of Israel, those who live under actual or de facto 

occupation, and those who are part of the worldwide Palestinian diaspora, often in a manner that reminds us of 

McCarthyism. 

 

The AMCHA Initiative and its cohorts claim falsely that Professor Abdulhadi is antisemitic because her delegation 

met with Palestinian activists and political figures and because she supports Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 

(BDS).  Contrary to AMCHA’s claims, BDS is a non-violent, anti-racist movement to which Secretary of State John 

Kerry has recently referred as a legitimate and effective means by which to pressure an intransigent Israeli 

government to desist from enacting policy that violates international law and the rights of its Palestinian citizens and 

residents.  On the basis of its false aspersions and their ensuing non-sequitur that Professor Abdulhadi’s views and 

actions create an uncomfortable atmosphere for Jewish and Israeli students on campus, these pro-Zionist groups are 
demanding that Professor Abdulhadi’s activities be investigated by the University. 

 

Ignoring the fact that modern universities often create conditions for students that may render them uncomfortable, 

insofar as their preconceived notions are subjected to challenge in the context of the higher educational mission, the 

AMCHA Initiative’s attacks on Professor Abdulhadi bespeak profound hypocrisy and disingenuousness.  In recent 

years, numerous California State University system presidents and other administrators have been treated to all-

expenses-paid delegations to Israel sponsored by pro-Zionist organizations.  These delegations are not only 

politically biased but overwhelming geared toward whitewashing Israeli criminality with the aim of forging 

potentially lucrative academic collaborations between U.S. and Israeli institutions.  Whereas such dubious intentions 
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are commonplace and have not been challenged by AMCHA or its allies, Professor Abdulhadi’s delegation, which 

by welcome contrast stands to place such duplicity—and the government interference in academia it entails—into 

question by furthermore seeking to investigate its enabling conditions for the purposes of rectifying the dire situation 

it fosters, has been deemed unacceptable and potentially illegal.  The logical absurdity and intellectual dishonesty of 

the AMCHA Initiative’s position cannot be overemphasized. 

 
The actions of the AMCHA Initiative and its cohorts in effect betray the standards of free thought and expression 

upon which a flourishing academy must be grounded.  Increasingly, the American people, including a growing 

number of Jews, are rejecting the injustice of such actions.  We therefore respectfully request that you stand up to 

the bullying of fear-minded ideologues by rejecting their wrong-headed demands and in turn enable Professor 

Abdulhadi to continue to perform the high-level scholarship and teaching for which she is known. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

Terri Ginsberg, Ph.D. 

International Council for Middle East Studies 

 
Jonathan House, M.D. 

Faculty, Columbia University Institute of Comparative Literature and Society, Institute for 

Psychoanalytic Research and Training, and College of Physicians and Surgeons Department of Psychiatry 
 

Abdeen Jabara, Esq. 

Board member, Center for Constitutional Rights 
 

Harriet Malinowitz, Ph.D. 

Professor of English & Writing Center Director, Long Island University 

 
Michael Smith, Esq. 

Co-host, Law & Disorder radio show 

 
Joel Kovel, M.D. 

 

Dennis James, Esq. 

 
Mitchel Cohen 

Brooklyn Greens/Green Party 

  
Carl Schieren 

 

 
(on behalf of the Committee for Open Discussion of Zionism) 

  
 


